
Portfolio & Presentation Instructions 
 
For your final assignment in creative writing, you will be compiling a portfolio. You have a choice about 
which TYPE of portfolio you’d like to compile: 
 

Option A: Reflective Portfolio 
Option B: A Publication Portfolio 

 
Details about what’s required for each type of portfolio are below. 
 
Option A: Reflective Portfolio 

1. You will COMPILE evidence of: 
a. your revisions (before/after slides) 
b. your strengths, weaknesses (slides, including examples, see sample map below) 
c. your style/what all your work has in common (slide) 

 
2. You will craft an EKPHRASTIC RESPONSE to one of your own pieces (or if you are working with 

the AP studio students, you will be writing a response to one of their pieces). 
 

3. You will use these three components to develop a well-rehearsed 5-7 minute slide-show 
presentation for the class. You can see a typical map of a slide show like this below: 

  
Here’s a typical map of a slide show, Version A 
Slide 1: Title and 
Opening Slide 

Slide 2: Revision 1 
(Poetry) 
before/after 

Slide 3: Revision 2 
(poetry) 
before/after 

Slide 5: Revision 3 
(fiction) 
before/after 

Slide 6:  
Revision 4 (fiction) 
before/after 

Slide 7:  
Revision 5 
(choice) 
before/after 

Slide 8:  
Revision 6 
(choice) 
before/after 

Slide 9: Strength & 
example 

Slide 10:  
Strength & 
example 

Slide 11:  
Weakness & 
Example 

Slide 12:  
Weakness & 
example 

Slide 13: 
Style 
commonalities 

Slide 14: 
Ekphrastic 
response or live 
link to your 
ekphrastic 
response 
 

  

 
Ekphrastic* Ideas 
Choose your favorite piece of your writing and find a creative way to respond to it.   
 
For example: 

• Make trailer for it  
• Turn it into a comic strip or a painting or a  
• Set it to music with slides of appropriate photos or illustrations  
• Film your script (if you wrote one) 
• Stage a reading and arrange to have it recorded 
• Turn it into music 

 
The sample portfolio (on the blog) will likely help you to get a sense of what your portfolio and 
presentation will look like, and there are samples of Ekphrastic ideas. 
 
*For a full explanation of ekphrasis, see the final page in this packet.



Option B: Publication Portfolio 
1. You will read and sign the “I Get Ettiquette!” statement about being a member of the literary 

community. 
 

2. You will research and compile a list of 3-5 journals that would be a “good fit” for your work. Some 
helpful caveats: 

! You’ll need to choose journals that allow you to read samples to discern whether or not 
your work is a good fit. 

! You’ll need to choose journals that allow “simultaneous submissions” for this project, as 
I’m requiring that you submit your work to more than one journal. 

! I recommend online journals as a top priority; they have more reach/readers and you’re 
likely to be able to read sample works more easily). 
 

3. You will write a cover letter for your work for each journal. 
 

4. You will submit your work to the selected journals following each journal’s submission guidelines. 
This will likely involve setting up a Submittable account and/or a CLMP account. You will take 
screenshot evidence of your submissions. 

 
5. If time permits, you will  

 
6. You will use these four components to develop a well-rehearsed 5-7 minute slide-show 

presentation for the class. 
 
Here’s a typical map of a slide show, Version B 
Slide 1: Title and 
Opening Slide 

Slide 2: Revision 1 
(poetry) 
before/after 

Slide 3: Revision 2 
(fiction) 
before/after 

Slide 5: Revision 3 
(any) before/after 

Slide 6:  
Revision 4 (any) 
before/after 
 

Slide 7:  
Journal 1- Title, 
sample, why it’s a 
good match 

Slide 8:  
Journal 2- Title, 
sample, why it’s a 
good match 

Slide 9: Journal 3- 
Title, sample, why 
it’s a good match 

Slide 10:  
Journal 4- Title, 
sample, why it’s a 
good match 

Slide 11:  
Journal 5- Title, 
sample, why it’s a 
good match 

Slide 12:  
Cover Letter 

Slide 13: 
Screen shots of 
submission 
evidence 

Slide 14: 
Ekphrastic 
response as 
possible/useful 

  

 



Portfolio & Presentation Rubric 
 

  

 Exceptional Level 
10 Points  

Advanced Level 
8 Points 

Basic Level 
7 Points 

Below Basic Level 
6 Points 

Requirements Students include all 5 
required items in 
portfolio presentation. 

Students include only 4 
of the required items in 
portfolio presentation 

Students include only 
3 of the required 
items in portfolio 
presentation 

Students include 2 or 
fewer of the required 
items in portfolio 
presentation 

Presentation Student is easily heard 
throughout the room 
and maintains good 
posture and a speech 
persona before, during 
and after the 
presentation.  Student 
maintains an 
appropriate rate 
throughout the 
presentation (not to 
fast or too slow). 
 Student consistently 
uses gestures and 
slides to reinforce 
what s/he is saying 
verbally. 

Student is heard 
throughout the room and 
maintains good posture 
and a speech persona 
through most of the 
presentation.  Student 
maintains an appropriate 
rate through most of the 
presentation.  Student 
frequently uses gestures 
and slides to reinforce 
what s/he is saying. 

Student is not heard 
easily, and fails to 
maintain good 
posture or a speech 
persona through the 
presentation.  Student 
speaks too quickly or 
too slowly, and 
infrequently uses 
gestures and slides to 
reinforce what s/he is 
saying. 

Student is not heard, 
slouches or leans on 
the podium, breaks the 
speech persona, uses 
deadpan or conflicting 
facial expressions, 
speaks far too quickly or 
slowly to be understood, 
and movement, 
gestures or slides are 
used infrequently. 

Commonalities, 
strengths and 
weaknesses 
 
OR 
 
Journal Choices 

Students identify 
several sophisticated 
areas of 
commonalities, 
strengths and 
weaknesses (these go 
beyond “what” they 
write about to include 
issues of voice and 
style) OR Tie these 
elements to the 
journals they’ve 
selected. 

Students identify and 
demonstrate 
thoughtfulness about 
several areas of 
commonalities, strengths 
and weaknesses in their 
own writing OR attempt 
to tie these elements to 
the journals they’ve 
selected. 

Students identify 
some basic 
commonalities, 
strengths, and 
weaknesses in their 
own writing OR 
loosely tie these 
elements to the 
journals they’ve 
selected. 

Students identify very 
few commonalities, 
strengths, and 
weaknesses in their 
own writing, and those 
they do identify are 
minimalistic or rely on 
superficial qualities OR 
insufficiently tie these 
elements to the journals 
they’ve selected. 

Poetry revisions Students revise their 
short pieces, and 
show 2-3 specific 
before-and-after 
revisions, explaining in 
detail why they made 
the revisions they did 
and why those 
revisions demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students revise their 
short pieces, and show 
1-2 specific before-and-
after revisions, but may 
abbreviate their 
explanation for why they 
made the revisions they 
did and why those 
revisions demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students revise their 
short pieces, and 
show at least one 
specific before-and-
after revision. 
 Students may say 
they made a 
particular revision 
because a peer or the 
instructor suggested 
it, but they do not or 
cannot yet articulate 
how those revisions 
demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students edit rather 
than revising their short 
pieces.  They may show 
before-and-after 
revisions regarding 
proofreading or other 
superficial qualities. 
 They do not explain 
why they made the 
revision or how that 
revision demonstrates 
improvement. 



 

 

Prose Revisions Students revise their 
longer pieces and 
show 2-3 specific 
before-and-after 
revisions, explaining in 
detail why they made 
the revisions they did 
and why those 
revisions demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students revise their 
longer pieces and show 
1-2 specific before-and-
after revisions, but may 
abbreviate their 
explanation for why they 
made the revisions they 
did and why those 
revisions demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students revise their 
longer pieces and 
show at least one 
specific before-and-
after revision. 
 Students may say 
they made a 
particular revision 
because a peer or the 
instructor suggested 
it, but they do not or 
cannot yet articulate 
how those revisions 
demonstrate 
improvement. 

Students edit rather 
than revising their 
longer pieces.  They 
may show before-and-
after revisions regarding 
proofreading or other 
superficial qualities. 
 They do not explain 
why they made the 
revision or how that 
revision demonstrates 
improvement. 

Ekphrastic 
Response 
 
and/or 
 
Cover Letter 

Students carefully craft 
a creative presentation 
OR cover letter 
appropriate to a piece 
of their writing. Their 
creative work 
demonstrates 
significant effort at 
communicating the 
ideas from the writing 
using image, sound, or 
another mode of 
expression not 
dependent on words 
alone.  Either the 
creative piece or the 
letter  is polished, 
professional and 
neatly integrated into 
the power point 
presentation. 

Students include a 
creative presentation of a 
piece of their writing or a 
cover letter.  Their 
creative work 
demonstrates some 
effort at communicating 
the ideas from the writing 
using image, sound, or 
another mode of 
expression not 
dependent on words 
alone.  The creative 
piece or the letter is neat 
and integrated into the 
power point presentation. 

Students include a 
creative presentation 
of a piece of their 
writing or a cover 
letter.  Their creative  
work only superficially 
includes image, 
sound or another 
mode of expression 
not dependent on 
words alone.  The 
creative piece or 
letter  is neat and 
integrated into the 
power point 
presentation. 

Students include  a 
creative presentation of 
a piece of their writing 
or a cover letter.  Their 
creative work may fail to 
include image, sound or 
another mode of 
expression not 
dependent on words 
alone.  The creative 
piece or letter is sloppy, 
demonstrates minimum 
effort and/or is not 
integrated into the 
power point 
presentation. 

Time & Polish Presentation is 
perfectly timed 
between 5 and 7 
minutes. 
 
 
 
Presentation had 
clearly been 
rehearsed.  Student 
used slides to support 
and supplement what 
s/he was saying.   

  Presentation is less 
than 4 minutes  or the 
student must be 
stopped at 7 minutes 
and does not complete 
presentation. 
 
Presentation does not 
appear to have been 
rehearsed. Student 
essentially reads slides 
to us. 



Ekphrasis  
 
Throughout history, writers and visual artists have looked to the creations of their peers to inspire their 
own work. WC Williams’s poem Landscape With the Fall of Icarus, or WH Auden’s Musee des Beaux Arts 
were both inspired by Bruegel’s painting(s), re-envisions a classical myth; Keat’s Ode on a Grecian Urn 
transforms the decorations of a real-world object into a commentary on youth and beauty. 
 
Mrs. B and Mr. Close tried to do a similar swap: 
 

 
Untitled Work by Michael Close 
 
Everyone 
Alina Borger 
 
I. 
A beaded curtain (like silvery water, like blue fish in massive schools) 
separates wall from wall space from space light from light 
 
the college dorm room version of mine    of  cool    of here, freshman girls 
shopping Target, fraternity boys garage garbage picking in summers. 
 
Everyone marks their own path to God/destruction/parties/more. 
 
II. 
Torn off wallpaper with frayed cotton edges drifts heavily down 
from towering collections of prints and mats and pencils and brushes 
 
The old roller of the press stands on edge in the corner, still shining silver 
but not clean. Green  violet  aqua  cerulean finger prints dance down  
its length. Everyone leaves something unspoken/incomplete/behind. 
 
III. 
Cartoon water under the sunlight in Never Never Land, glints of animated 
silver above haunted mermaids trip-tipping over sea grasses, scenery  
for Hook on his boat      Pan in the air        pirates vs. lost boys  
like mirrors all around. Fury plays starting position  Play plays fury’s  
position  the crocodile cutting through, looking for everyone, everyone. 
 
 
…hopefully, you can see that it really is NOT an attempt to retell the story/poem in images, and it 
definitely isn’t simply a description of the art. Instead, each artist is trying to create a work that stands on 
its own but speaks to the energy or spirit of the original work.   
 
 


