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  Memoir Rubric (500-750 Words) 
Category Missing Needs Work Appropriate Excellent 

“Showing vs. Telling” Memoir relies entirely on 
telling without any use of 
showing through sensory detail, 
action or dialogue as discussed 
& modeled in class. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8 pts 

Memoir intermittently 
demonstrates skills related to 
showing through dialogue, action 
and sensory detail, but frequently 
relies on telling to “cover” 
multiple events or conversations. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 pts 

Memoir relies on showing 
through dialogue, action and 
sensory detail to invite the 
reader into the experience. 
May digress at times or tell 
more broadly than necessary, 
but quickly returns to 
showing. 
 
 
 
 
 

16 pts 

Like the models we’ve studied 
and discussed in class, this 
memoir manages to show 
dialogue, action and sensory 
detail nearly flawlessly, relying 
on “telling” only as a minor 
transition between ideas or 
events when necessary.  The 
writer has fully brought the 
audience inside the experience. 
 
 
 

20 pts 
Focus Reads more like a quick write 

or a first draft than a focused, 
precise narrative.  The events 
are all over the map, told in no 
particular order; If told in 
vignette style, they vignettes 
have no clear relationship to 
one another. 
 
 
 

4 pts 

Attempts to focus on a single 
event or moment, but includes 
too many details, side stories, or 
minor events for a clear focus to 
emerge; may be simply a “bed to 
bed” piece; if told in vignette 
style, the vignettes only loosely 
connect. 
 
 
 

6 pts 

Focuses on a single 
relationship, event or moment 
for the majority of the piece, 
including only an occasional 
unnecessary detail or side 
story; if told in vignette style, 
the vignettes connect 
reasonably well. 
 
 
 

8 pts 

Focuses on a single 
relationship, event or moment 
in the life of the writer with 
precision and clarity; if told in 
vignette style, the vignettes 
have a clear, concise 
relationship to one another. 
 
 
 
 

10 pts 

Adequate Daily 
Progress: Writing 
 

Student demonstrated adequate 
daily progress only FOUR days 
and handed in a completed, 
printed memoir on day five. 
 

 
6 pts 

Student demonstrated adequate 
daily progress only TWO days 
and handed in a completed, 
printed memoir on day five. 
 

 
9 pts 

Student demonstrated 
adequate daily progress only 
THREE days and handed in a 
completed, printed memoir on 
day five. 
 

12 pts 

Student demonstrated adequate 
daily progress FOUR days and 
handed in a completed, printed 
memoir on day five. 
 
 

15 pts 
Adequate Daily 
Progress: Conference 

Instructor initiated conference 
with student.  These students 
did not have writing prepared 
for conference. 
 
 
 
  
 

4 pts 

Instructor initiated conference 
with student.  These students had 
writing prepared for conference. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 pts 

Students initiated a 
conference with instructor 
and had writing prepared for 
conference, but were unable 
to articulate their concerns or 
questions independently. 
 

 
 

8 pts 

Students initiated a conference 
with instructor, had writing 
prepared for conference and 
succinctly articulated their 
concerns in order to make the 
conference productive. 
 

 
 

10 pts 
Revision Not only did students not use 

the assessment and discussion 
from the conference to improve 
the final memoir, but these 
students appear to have made 
few if any changes at all to the 
section discussed in the 
conference. 

 
4 pts 

Students did not use assessment 
and discussion from conference 
to improve final memoir.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
6 pts 

Students clearly used 
assessment and discussion 
from conference to improve 
the final memoir. 
 
 
 
 
 

8 pts 

Clearly, students not only used 
assessment and discussion from 
conference to improve the final 
memoir, but these students also 
applied the ideas from the 
conference to other parts of the 
final memoir. 

 
 

10 pts 
Mechanics  Too many errors in paper for 

message to be clear; no 
evidence of proofreading  
 
 

0 pts 

Numerous mechanical or 
proofreading errors 
 
 
 

2 pts 

Few mechanical or 
proofreading errors, but errors 
do not interfere with reader’s 
comprehension 

 
4 pts 

Only errors present are high 
level ones and do not interfere 
with reader’s comprehension 
 

 
5 pts 

Format The memoir is not typed in 
Times New Roman, size 12 
font, or it is not double spaced.  
Or students did not type their 
names and the date in the 
header.  Or the title is not 
centered and bolded. 

0 pts 

  The memoir is typed in Times 
New Roman, size 12 font.  It is 
double spaced, and students 
typed their name and the date in 
the header.  The title is centered 
and bolded.    
 

5 pts 
 

Total points_____________/75 
Progress Notes from Mrs. B: 

______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
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Progress Notes, Continued: 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Format 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Fair Warning 

1. The number of points for this assignment is irrelevant.  Since your grade is weighted, the writing you do in 
this class is worth 30% of your final grade, and is based on three assignments: your poetry, your memoir 
and your fiction.  This means that this rubric represents approximately 10% of your trimester grade. 
 

2. I will not accept any late memoirs.  Late = 0 points on 10% of your grade.  You have TWO WEEKS to 
write this memoir.  And one full week of class time in the lab.  This is acceptable writing time for any 
student in almost any circumstance.  I give you this much time to create a level playing field for students 
who otherwise might need additional time (e.g. learning support and 504 plans).   

 
 

Jack Smith 
9/30/11 

 
The Cat Ate My Pajamas 

 
 Without any warning, my mom stood in my room, shaking me awake.  “Get up,” 

she said.  And then she screamed.   

 “What?” I slurred groggily. 

 “You’re naked!”   

 It was my turn to shriek.  “Ma!  Get out of here.  This is gross!”  But she had 

already run out of the room like a scared rabbit. 

 


