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Workshop Examples and Typical Comments 
+   Marks 
Specific, references sentence, line, phrase or word choice in text, opens up discussion for the 
rest of the group, uses rubric criteria or masterworks reading to explain, only mentions 
grammatical/usage errors when explaining how they interfere with understanding, refers to the 
author in the third person 
 
For Example 

• The second paragraph is telling instead of showing.  She says she is worried and confused 
and has no idea what to do, but she could show that by actions like wringing her hands 
or bumping her head on the dashboard. 

• The first paragraph sounds just like the excerpt we read from Checkout Girl.  She really 
captured the sarcasm and brief sentences that the other author used. 

• I’m confused about who is talking on page two in the fourth paragraph.  At first I thought 
it was Jackson, but now that we’re talking about it, it seems like it was Susan.  Maybe the 
writer should have a dialogue tag there like “Susan said.” 

• I notice a lot of old-fashioned language in the memoir.  I went through and circled the 
words that seemed old fashioned [holds up the page, reads out five or six examples], 
and I wonder if the story might be stronger if he used more modern-day expressions. 

• There were so many typos and fragments and run on sentences in the first paragraph 
that I couldn’t make sense of what I was reading.   
 

!  Marks    
Somewhat specific, references text broadly, may use rubric criteria like “showing vs. telling,” may 
mention grammatical/usage error as a problem with understanding 

 
For example: 

• Yeah, there is a lot of telling in the memoir, especially on the second page. 
• She could have done a better job on transitions.  I was confused about when the scene 

changed. 
• I had trouble following it at the bottom of the first page because of your mistakes. 

 
- Marks    
Not specific, does not reference text, based on opinion and speculation or personal affinity OR 
focuses on grammatical/usage errors, refers to the author as “you” instead of using third person. 
 
For example:   

• I think you meant “they” instead of “the” on the first page. 
• I liked the way you wrote about your grandfather instead of a friend. 
• You seem to have a really good relationship with your boyfriend. 
• There is a lot of telling in the memoir. 
• The story made me laugh/cry. 
• Wow.  I didn’t know you were ___________.  What was that like? 

 


